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Service Catalog

First United Methodist Church – Slidell, Louisiana

“Our Mission is to be a beacon of faith, love and service through Jesus Christ.”

At First United Methodist, we have been given the opportunity to shine the love of God both locally and globally through faith in Jesus Christ.  We are loved by God and share His love through service to others.  We believe it is through serving that people of all ages experience deeper faith.

We believe serving is more than just doing a job; it's putting our faith into action.  As each of us responds to God’s prompting to use our gifts, the entire Body of Christ is strengthened and expanded.  When a person’s passions, talents, abilities, spiritual gifts, and love for Christ are unleashed upon the world, the resulting ministry brings glory to God and furthers His Kingdom.

 "Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms."  

1 Peter 4:10
In the following pages you will find information about a wide variety of service areas in which you can become involved – education, music, worship, congregational care, multimedia support and many others.

After prayerfully reviewing and considering where your gifts, talents and abilities can be used to serve others, complete a service inventory and return it to the church office.  You will then be connected with the coordinator of the ministry area of interest.
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Serving Opportunities for Adults

Adult Education

Sunday Morning Class Facilitator – Present class lessons in a manner that encourages healthy discussion and inquiry which invites both spiritual growth and fellowship.

Long-term Bible Study Facilitator (30-34 weeks) – Prepares weekly lessons using resources provided by the church.  

Short-term Bible Study Facilitator (6-12 weeks) – Prepares weekly lessons which focus on specific topics such as: Women’s/Men’s Bible study; Money Management; Spiritual Gifts; Parenting; Addictions; etc.

Young Adult – College-aged Education & Fellowship

Young Adult Coordinator – Assist with summer Bible studies and fellowship activities for young adults with the approximate age of 18 to mid-twenty.

Youth Education & Fellowship

** Adults interested in serving in any area of Youth Ministry must have been a member of First UMC for at least six months and have attended Safe Sanctuaries Training.  Please contact the Youth Ministries Director for more information.

Bible Study Leader – Lead study groups (7th – 12th graders) as they grow through Bible study, both long and short term. 

Senior High Youth Counselor – 9th-12th grade youth meetings, field trips, and other outings that promote fellowship opportunities.  Annual mission trips are planned both in and out of state. 

Junior High Youth Counselor – 7th-8th grade youth meetings, field trips, and other outings that promote fellowship opportunities.  Annual mission trips are planned both in and out of state.

Children’s Education & Fellowship

** Adults interested in serving in any area of Children’s Ministry must have been a member of First UMC for at least six months and have attended Safe Sanctuaries Training.  Please contact the Children’s Ministries Director for more information.

Acolyte Coordinator – Assist with training children grades 3rd – 5th; responsible for scheduling acolytes in three month increments and sending reminder cards weekly.

Little Angels Choir Volunteer – Assist the Little Angels Choir Director in leading the preschool age choir and sharing song in worship services on special occasions.

Preschool Sunday School Teacher – Teach 2, 3, 4 & 5 year olds following the Group curriculum provided which is Bible based and user friendly!  Quarterly commitment.

Elementary Rotation Sunday School Leader - Lead workshops in the areas of games, art, cooking, drama video and more.  5 week commitments per rotation topic.

Elementary Rotation Sunday School Shepherd – Shepherd students and assist in workshops. 

School Year 6th Grade Sunday School/Confirmation Teacher – Guide participants in understanding the history, traditions and doctrines of Christianity and also to familiarize them with the meaning of membership in the United Methodist Church.  This class also welcomes older teens. 

Worship Activity Bag Coordinator – Replenish the children’s worship activity bags with new supplies and activities.  Prepare copies of weekly children’s bulletins.  One hour weekly, your schedule.

Vacation Bible School – Sign up in the spring to help plan and carry out one of a variety of VBS activities.   VBS is held one week, usually in June.

Children’s Church Leader – Recruit and schedule Children’s Church teachers using a rotating schedule.

Children’s Church Teacher – Teach Children’s Church on a rotating basis using resources provided involving music, a Bible point, games, and crafts.

Nursery Assistant – Lend an extra hand in the nursery on Sunday mornings, especially during the 11:00 worship service.

Confirmation Aide – Partner with a confirmand to give guidance and share in the confirmation experience.

Special Events – Coordinate or assist with special events such as the Easter egg hunt and Trunk or Treat.

Children’s Missions – Organize mission projects for Children’s Ministries, such as Operation Christmas Child.
Multimedia Support

Computer Support – Help maintain/configure/upgrade computer systems. 

Audio/Visual Operator – Create graphics; operate computer and/or soundboard in support of Sunday morning worship services and other special events.  

Videographer – Video Sunday worship service, make copies and mail out as requested.

Webmaster – Maintain and update church website.  It’s fun and extremely user friendly!

Care & Support Ministries
Cook Team – Prepare meals for an individual or family who have had an illness, death in the family, new baby, etc…

Flower Ministry – Rearrange flowers used during the weekend worship services into smaller bouquets.  Deliver bouquets to those who are in need of uplifting, care and support.

Prayer Chain – Lift up prayer requests for congregation and community.

Sunday Morning Prayer Team – Lift up prayer for all components and participants of the worship services including guests, preaching pastor, message, music, offering, etc.

Transportation – Provide transportation for those in our congregation unable to drive.

Care Team – Send cards, visit, call persons in need of support, prayer & encouragement.
Visitation Ministry – Join with a partner to visit home bound church members at your convenience once or twice a month.
Barnabas Writing Ministry - Volunteer writers covenant to send hand-written notes to 3 different individuals/families each week that are experiencing crisis or loss. Recipients are chosen from names submitted by the congregation, community and beyond. 
Prayer Shawl Ministry - Knit or crochet tangible expressions of love to be given to those experiencing illness, grief and other situations where compassion and significant support is needed. Lessons are available for those who would like to take part in this ministry.
Welcoming Ministries

Sunday Morning Greeter/Usher – Create a friendly environment where visitors and members feel welcomed on Sunday mornings.  Tasks include: taking up offering, distributing worship bulletins, distributing and collecting registration pads, helping guest navigate the campus, and SMILING brightly!

New Member Photo Display – Take and display photos of new members.

Newcomers’ Lunch - Assist with preparing and hosting a quarterly lunch for new members of the church and guests seeking more information about FUMC. 

Fellowship & Hospitality

Receptions, Special Events – Help to plan and carry out those events that may require food, entertainment, decorations, invitations, etc.

Annual Heritage Celebration – Help plan and carry out fun and creative activities culminating near the church’s birthday.
More Than Bread Coordinator – Coordinate dinner groups of 8-10 persons that meet monthly (January through June) in participants’ homes that focus on good food, lively conversation and faith sharing. 
Event Cooking – Prepare meals with others for various events of the church such as special occasions, visiting groups, congregational fellowship meals, etc.

Worship

Altar & Sanctuary Design/Decoration – Prepare altar with appropriate liturgical cloths; plan and create meaningful décor for altar area/sanctuary; maintain altar candles.  Two special seasons are Christmas and Easter.   

Communion Captain – Coordinate a team of people to serve communion for worship services.

Communion Steward – Prepare elements of Holy Communion for distribution to the congregation.  Stewards would also tidy up the altar & rail table following each service.

Communion Server – Assist pastors in serving the elements of Holy Communion during worship services.

Attendance Registration – Assist with the upkeep up attendance registration pads.
Administrative

Receptionist – Answer office phones during one of two shifts weekdays.  (9:00–12:00 or 12:00-3:00)

Bulk Mailings – Fold, label and sort items for bulk mailing.

Data Entry – Enter information into church database.

Email Address Book Maintenance – Update the email address book of the church as needed.
Music

Chancel Choir – Provide special music and leadership of congregational singing at the 11:00 worship service.  

Jubilate’ Singers – Provide special music and leadership of congregational singing at the 8:30 worship service.

Instrumentalist – Use your musical talent of piano, organ or other instruments in a variety of settings.

Summer Music Camp – Assist music leader(s) in providing a fun-filled weeklong day camp for children culminating in an uplifting spiritual production! 

Handbell Choir – Provide special music at various worship services and other events.  

Host Home Coordinator – Coordinate, assess needs and arrange lodging for visiting musical groups.  

Host Home – Open your home to individuals from visiting choirs/groups using your gift of hospitality. 
Church Committees

Stewardship Team – Carry out the annual Financial & Service Campaigns that focus on the vow of membership, which is supporting First Church with prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  Each campaign requires planning meetings leading up to various events.

Outreach/Missions Team – Seek out, plan and coordinate opportunities for the congregation to be involved in local and global missions. 

Guidebook & Directory Team – Coordinate, plan and carry out administrative tasks in creating annual church directories.  

Pictorial Team – During a designated month, take photos of congregation before and after services or at other appointed times using a digital camera.  Then using a computer software program, create and print a pictorial directory.
Annual Pumpkin Patch – Organize and carry out a variety of activities including pumpkin sales, bake good sales, hosting visits from local school children and more!

Higher Education and Scholarship Committee – Oversee the fundraising and awarding of scholarships to members attending college; collect, package and mail care-packages to members who are living away from home while attending school.

Banner Committee – Design and create banners to be used in the sanctuary.
Wheelchair Ramp Ministry – Serve with a group of lively and handy people who build wheelchair ramps for people in our community.
Special Skills & Interests

First Church A.R.M.Y. – (Active Retired Methodist Youngsters) – Take on special repair and refurbishing projects around the church campus.

Creative Arts – Use various artistic skills such as acting, painting, sculpting, sewing, quilting, etc. in a variety of ways.

Set Design & Construction – Help to build, paint and decorate sets for musical productions, Vacation Bible School and other special events.

Kairos Prison Ministry – Bring Bible-study and Christian fellowship into area correctional facilities of both men & women.
My Specialty – Are you trained in a specialized field or are interested in a particular area that can be shared with First UMC?  Financial planning, banking, landscaping, electrical, plumbing, public relations, construction, architecture, visioning/future planning, etc. are just some of the ways you can use your field of expertise at First Church!

My Contacts – Do you work with/for a corporation that could assist FUMC with donations of goods and services?   Soft drink and water companies, banner and sign making companies, fabric and craft supply business, etc.

Serving Opportunities for Youth

(Grades 7th through 12th)

Children’s Church Assistant – Jr. and Sr. High School students may assist the teacher with planned activities.

Nursery Assistant – Jr. and Sr. High School students may assist the nursery staff by playing with and rocking babies in the nursery during Sunday morning worship services.

Refiner’s Fire Praise Band – Help lead the 9:45ALIVE! worship service with uplifting praise music.  Practices are held once per week.  

Summer Day-Care – This fund-raiser offers parents a break from their ‘little-ones’ during four weeks in July.  Youth assist adults in caring for young children.

Vacation Bible School – Assist adults in planning and carrying out this weeklong celebration of Bible lessons, games, music and drama.  VBS is usually held in June.

Praise and Worship Camp – Assist adults in planning and carrying out this week long camp filled with music, drama and skits culminating in a musical production.

Youth Council Representative – Serve on committee made up of youth, parents, and other members of our congregation.  The council's main purpose is to help the Youth Director in planning and executing UMY events, mission work, and fundraising.  This membership is vitally important in making our Youth Group a strong and vibrant part of our church.

Church Committee Youth Representative - Represent the Youth Group on various committees at FUMC.  These are very important positions as they help our church in decision making at all levels of management.

District UMY Representative – Serve on the district committee representing First UMY at various district conferences and events.  Also help in the planning of district UMY vision for the United Methodist Church.
Audio/Visual Operator – Create graphics; operate computer and/or soundboard in support of Sunday morning worship services and other special events.
Serving Opportunities for Children

(Preschool through 6th grade)

Acolyte – If you are in 3rd grade through 5th grade you are invited to participate in this important ministry.  Using a rotating schedule, you will be responsible for lighting the candle at the beginning of the worship service.  Also, you would hand out Children’s Bulletins and activity bags to children entering the worship services.  Training is mandatory.

Little Angels Choir – If you are 3 or 4 years old, you are invited to participate in this fun group.  Participation in children’s choirs teaches skills of worship participation while providing a strong support of each child’s growth as a young Christian.  

Vacation Bible School – Students who have completed 5th grade are invited to participate as Jr. Crew Leaders and students who have completed 6th grade may be Crew Leaders or Station Area Assistants.
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