
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Summer is drawing to a close, and school is almost back in session. It is an
exciting time in the life of the church. We will celebrate the Blessing of the
Backpacks with a single service at 10:00 a.m. on August 9. We hope that those of
you who have students of all ages in your home or who work anywhere within
education will plan to join us as we mark the beginning of a new school year with
a time of prayer and worship.

Another new thing is our new sermon series that has just begun. I am preaching a
nine-week sermon series on the fruit of the Spirit. We are taking a close look at
these “fruit” that Paul says a growing Christian should produce. Each week, I’ll
look at a different fruit and what the Bible has to say about it. We started with
love on July 26. I’ll be preaching on joy on August 2.

The middle of the year can be a hard time for preachers. There’s a long stretch of
time between Pentecost and the beginning of Advent. Liturgically, this is
Ordinary Time. The lectionary usually works its way through most of the gospel
narrative during this time. I’ve found that it can be a nice time to focus in on
scriptures that I might not get to preach on at other times of the year. This
summer I was inspired by our Drama Camp musical, the BEEAtitudes, which
reminded us that we are blessed when we are meek, hungering and thirsting for
righteousness, merciful, pure in heart, and peace makers. And we are also blessed
even when we are poor in spirit, mourning, persecuted, and reviled. That’s a very
different way to think about life. The world tells us that the rich and powerful are
the ones who count.

The fruit of the Spirit reminds us that our faith in Christ is supposed to make a
difference in how we live our lives. We are not saved by good works, but if we are
making a diligent effort to follow Jesus, then our lives should look more like his.
I’m hoping that by taking each one of these fruit separately and focusing on them,
we can be encouraged to pay attention to how we show up in the world. May the
people we meet see the light and love of Christ shining brightly in our lives.

Peace in Christ,

“ the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness,and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23, NRSVUE)

FUMC
Micah 6:6-8 and
Ephesians 2:3-9

AUG. 30TH    THE FRUIT OF GENEROSITY

GET YOUR ENTIRE FAMILY
INVOLVED AT FUMC!

K I D S  &  Y O U T H  S U N D A Y  C L A S S E S
Infant/Toddler       9:00 a.m. - Noon
                               Room 502/Family Life Center

M U S I C A L  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  F O R  A D U L T S ,  K I D S  &  Y O U T H

Kids Club           •  Pre-K 3/4 & Kindergarten
                               9:45 a.m. | Room 501
                           •  Grades 1-6
                               Treehouse Room
Kids Church          11:00 a.m.
                               Gather in Sanctuary, then go     
                               to the Treehouse Room.
Youth                 • Grades 6-12
                               5 - 7 p.m. | Family Life Center

Chancel Choir       Wednesdays | 7:00 p.m.
                               Music Suite
Praise Band           Sundays | 8:45 a.m.
                               Sanctuary
Welkin Bells          Thursdays | 7:00 p.m.
                               Music Suite
J.A.M. Session
Youth Band           Tuesdays | 6:30 p.m.
                               Music Suite
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SERMON SERIES
Series: The Fruits of the Spirit
We are taking a closer look at the fruit of
the spirit as found in Galatians 5:22-23.

AUG. 16TH     THE FRUIT OF PATIENCE

AUG. 23RD    THE FRUIT OF KINDNESS

Comfort Room
A comfort room is available in the Sanctuary's
foyer for children needing changing, feeding, or
to be consoled. You can still hear and see the
service!

FIRST   UNITED   METHODIST   CHURCH   OF  SLIDELL

Modern
Service

9:45 a.m.
SCAN THE QR CODE TO
WATCH FROM HOME!

PASTOR LISA’S LETTER

Children's Cherubim
Chimes                   Date/Time listed in Spring.

A D U L T  S U N D A Y  C L A S S E S
9:30 a.m.       Seekers                     Media Room
9:45 a.m.       Inquirers                   Room 107
9:45 a.m.       New Beginnings       Room 224

Kids Club and Kids Church             
Lisa Carlton
985.966.8660
Youth (6-12th Grade)
Danny Carlton or
Abby Carlton Wright
crossroads@firstumcslidell.org
Chancel Choir and Praise Band
Nathan Sumrall
nathand.sumrall@gmail.com

Welkin Bells             
Barbara Williams
985.768.2407
J.A.M. Session Youth Band
(6-12th Grade)
Sarah Malasovich
985.707.3363
Children’s Chime Choir
Marlene Rawle
985-640-0427

CONTACTS

Matthew 2:13-23

Colossians 3:12-17

Traditional
Service

11:00 a.m.

AUG. 9TH      THE FRUIT OF PEACE
Psalm 34:11-14
and John 14:25-27
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Proverbs 11:24-26
and Acts 2:43-47

AUG. 2ND      THE FRUIT OF JOY
Nehemiah 8:9-12
and Luke 15:3-10
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Barnabas Ministry

Paintings from
our Summer

Nights 2026 will
be on exhibit at
Cloudberry at

Allison’s store on
the evening of

white linen night,
AUG. 8TH!

Help is needed with
keeping the pews

straight and
supplied!

Please see Leslie to
volunteer!

Your Church Council is beginning to take a fresh look at
Stewardship. We took part in a webinar sponsored by the
United Methodist Foundation entitled, "Stewardship in a

New Day" that was very enlightening. One of the initial
actions we would like to implement is the establishment

of a Stewardship committee. This committee will be
separate from the Finance committee and will work on

how we as a congregation can take a fresh look at how we
approach our views around stewardship. If you are

interested in volunteering to serve on this committee,
please contact Pastor Lisa or Barbara Miller.

CHURCH COUNCIL IS LOOKING FOR
STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE MEMBERS!

Barnabas
Ministry

By sharing hand
written notes,
each Barnabas

writer
prayerfully

offers words of
Christian

encouragement
to those facing a

time of crisis,
loss, grief, or

confusion.
If you wish to

submit a request
for the writers or
if you would like

to become a
writer contact
Jane Moore at
404-895-0277.

FUMC received this
beautiful card in
the mail from the

Southeastern
Wesley Foundation!


